
GOVERNMENT MAY FOUND
MUSIC AND ART SCHOOLS

This Plan Would Bring Home from Europe
Many Thousand American Students.

WELL-KNOWN ART ENTHUSIAST PLEADS
TO ESTABLISH FOUR GREAT INSTITUTIONS

By JOHN P. FOLEY.

(Copyright; all rights reserved.)
"WASHINGTON", January 12.."Wlien

.will the American nation, by an;l through
its Government, establish institutions for

Uio education of musical and art stu-
¿cnls?"

Tîils is the qu«sstlon which Mr. Henry I.
"Cowalsky. lawyer, pohtioal leader and
«it enthusiast an his «¡native city, San
"Francisco, li.is been putting, in personal
¿interviews a;.d pamphlets'. to the higher
officers of tlie. Government here during
the past two weeks. His idea, is that the
time has <-ome when «the national Govern¬
ine? l should take music -'uid art under
iti; patronage and est itollsh a great edu¬
cational institution, with at least throï
brandies in tiie North. West and East,
tlie Capital «*:ly representing tiie Soutli.
The arguments ad\*anced iy "Mr. Ko-

walsky in support of his proposition aro

farcitole ani appeal to tiie loftiest spirit
«of patriotism, and they are all the strong¬
er "ttecatiso. «oí taie íact that 111*· efforts lie
is snaking ¿ire entirely «disintorested.-
Kvery nation in "Europe, lie points' out,
has one cr more Institutions of this char¬
acter, fostered hy tho Government, and
.subject 10 its supervision along the lines
Ihm go to the attainment of the greatest
efficient*}· and usefulness. Tlie United
Stales have none, and as· a rtsult Ameri¬
can young «men und young women, whose
frrnius or tastes incline tticm In this par¬
ticular direction, must of necessity go
to l""nropc for the higher instruction.
TWENTY THOUSAND STUDBN'TS.
It will be news to tlie majority of peo-

.pie to 1» told that tiie number of these
American y-tudents is equal to the pop-
ulation of a good-sized city. On this· point,
"Mr. Kov.alsky. in one of his pamphlets,
«ays:
"Tliere are« as many as 20,1X1(1 American

StJ'1'*nt<c scattered thrn:ig"i the great cit¬
ies of Europe, studying music in every
branch, and likewise painting, sketching,
end ail the fine arts .alun 'hereto. One-
half of these students are. <>'tlier eking out
s precarious existence as "beggar students
or are Indulging in all kinds of self-dcniais

in order that they may contimic t'neir
studies until the time when they are com¬

petent to go forth and take up the battio
for supremacy; and it Is pitiful to hear
the pathetic stories of struggle and self-
abnegation, -tlie poor American student
undergoes for the sake cf achieving suc¬

cess in his chosen art: that the money
lie lives on can illy he afforded by his
family, who are in moderate circumstan¬
ces* or the student who.bap worked and

m
saved his earnings, or tie who is doing
some mental «service in order to maintain
an existence. These stories force upon
the listener a blush of shame for our na¬

tion's neglect of the «true gerrlus and
manhood suffering want and exile for tho
sake of art and to make the American
name honored. These your.g men and wo¬
men who arc thus conditioned are our own

country people.Americans, the children
of Ameriovi parents."

GOVERN!M ISN? AID.
What aid ehoiild the Government give?

In tlie opinion of Mr. Kowalsky a gratu¬
ity of half «a milHon dollars a year would
be ample to support four great establish¬
ments placed at central points in the
great natural divisio. s of the country.
The larger part of this sum would 1>e
expended for ¡salaries of professors and
teachers' In Europe; in fact, stime of the
most eminent of them ha\-e declared to
Mr. Kowalsky that tliey would not hesi¬
tate to come over liere if the Govern¬
ment founded such an institution. Their
places in the order of thing«? would toe
taken by native teachers, and in this way
we should In the not far future have a

distinctively'national music of our own.

That the American students abroad pos¬
sess talents of a. high order, industry
and application, is conceded toy these for¬
eign teacher?. Reluctantly they have been
compelied to award hundreds and thou¬
sands of th«?m tlie very highest prizes,
awards and premiums in their different
establishments, for, "because of national
prejudices, the American boy or girl is
placed at a very great disadvantage in
tho competition.

BASIS OF GOOD SKATING
IS TO LEARN GOOD FORM.

Leg On Which Skater Moves Must Be Kept
Perfectly Straight.

THE RULES ARE FEW AND SIMPLE.

"Combined Figure** Skatingf Scuds and
Rockers. Good Style All-Important.

By GEORGE WOOD.

(Copyright in the United States. A!I rights reserved.)
f In skating, as in. other pursuit?, there

3· fi good style and a. bad style. A man

may be able to do many things on the

4ce, and yet he will not give the onlook¬

er any pleasure ax his performance. Tlie
ej*ectators iviil perhaps admiro nis pluck,
."".eouree, and skill in overcoming the
difficulties of «balance, ytt they will look
on Ills performance merely as? on a clever
acrobatic feat. And then ahey see a skat¬

er possessed of really good style, and
.drey admire thoroughly, although there

"may be no salient features of his skat-

ting which c-J for special remark. Yet
they envy him his execution, and would
«imulatc his ease and. grace.
English ligur-.' skating tas of lale years

improved to an astonishing extent, and
-the rules of the art have been strictly
"aid down. ? very high .standard of good
f-tyle has a Isa ¡icon arrived at. To a

créât extent this improvement and the
consequent laying down of rules arc due
lo the National Skating Association. 'This
.association, was ür.st founded in 3S79 to

Improve speed-skating, but in ISSI figure-
skating also came more or less under its
Jurisdiction. The aim of the Society, su

í.ir as ligure-skating is concerned, is to

render ihe art more popular by establish¬
ing three graduated tests- of merit. These
tests ato of progressive difficulty; to the
passer of each a suitable badge is award¬
ed, known respectively as the hronze, the
.silver and the gold badges.

BASIS OF GOOD i-RATIXG.
The first rule and basis of all good

32nglisli starting is that the employed log,
that is in say the log on «which -the skat¬
er is moving, must be kept absulutely
.fc-iait-lit. To effect this the kno2 must be
bi**-oed up and consciously stiffened. Af¬
ter this, roughly speaking, tlie rules for
correct form are upright carriage of the

¦"body ar¡d head, easy and natural motion
of ¡he ara.-'. wi.L-'ii must not be alliived 10

separate very far from tho body, and
approximation of the employed to the un-

canploycd foot. All English skaters are

|-retty woii agroed as to these points, but
in iti«· i-a.-·- of the carriage of tho uiv-m-

-ployed leg, srurro differences arc- noticeable.
Within lh?. last twr> years it has been
-found advisable by the X. S. A. to insti¬
tute a fourth t«-:t. Such was the im-'
preven.ent in skating, that a very large
number of people had passed the present
-third tost, arid it seemed wise and in
ac-ordatico with the principles of tho X.
S. ?. to provide this additional test in
ora«-!· to encourage these skaters to go on

end cc-rifjuer new realms of the art of
tfigruiy-skatir.g. This new tost has been
«-ailed Lhe "'Hiamo-.id Test," and during
last season two skaters were found of
sufficient ability to overcome its diffi¬
culties. Of these one is a lady. Miss Tooth,
the other Mr. Hulbert; these two *may
then be said io be the championess and
champion skaters of "."ng'and. Both have
learnt their skating in covered rinks,
.which says much fur these places as a

traiitlng ground. This new test includes
«ot only pure I'nglish skating, that is to
teay. large "turns" at high speed and
-'combined figures." hut also "kicked" Ji-
-srores. In which the continuous stroke is
-necessary. Kvery candidate has. moreover,
to perform three "picture-figures'" or set-
piece*-, which they select or invent for
Chemselves

¡¦"ALlü A XKCESSITYi
The beginner must realize from the ini¬

tial efton onwards that to learn to skate
It is necessary to fall. Skating has· been
defined by a -aon-skaiter as "A fool upon
the Ice;" he did not add wliether the j>er-
tformer was on skates or on his back, but
the beginner must expect the latter. As
«oon as the tyro can shuffle along at all
on his skates, lie must make up his mind
to learn tac art (even of shuffling) in
goo-i «rtyle. The -stroke must be made
filck-ways. That is to say, the skater, to
gain impetus1, must »hove with the whole
"natie of the skate outwards and slde-
vr&ym as tie takes that foot from off the
loe. Tlie toe is not to be used as the im¬
pelling power.
Iti» its one of the evils of rlnk-ekating;

»wple -ret teto the liabl*; of kicking off

with the point of the toe, in order to gain
pace as rapidly and in as smad a space
as possible. But it is bad styl«*, in skating.
When ilio forward and backward move¬
ments have been mastered, tlie skater
turns his or her attention to the two for¬
ward threes, that made from an outside
forward, and unit from an inside for-
word edge, at the same time remember¬
ing to practice illese edges themselves
regularly. One can never afford to forget
anything in skating: often when a new

turn or movement has been learnt, il is
left alone and unpractieed for a consid¬
erable length o;" time, with the result ibat
it all has to be learned over again. Even
ili«· n.ost expert skaters will practice
regularly the ordinary forward and back¬
ward rolls. Tlie forward three learnt* the
beginner will do well to attempt the lirst
of the N. S. A. tests: this gives him
as it were some sort of status in the
skating world. Then have to be overcome
the back threes, ihe double and triple
turns, the Q's. and the elementary forms
of combined skating. All this is for the
second test, and any one who can pass
ibis may be called a good skater. Then
comes the dcliiiacit^i of the art, 'the
"Hocking Turn." '"Bracket Turn." and
"Counter Turn."' Every one of these needs
Steady practice, pluck and, more than all,
a knowledge of Uie correct way of at-

tempting them, and with these there must
bf; seme falls. However, with the excep¬
tion of the toaek counter, none of thern
lead to any dangerous fall, and any sce-

cnd-class badge holder may* assure him¬
self of his ultimate success. Of the back
bracket it has been said:
"In attempting a back outside bracket,
Bf sure to put on a cork jacket;
Kor if you should fall, it will be on the

small
Oí your back, and you'll probably crack

it."
"FANCY" SKATING.

Indeed, every turn seems to have its
own special portion of one's person which
it will bump and bruise if any mistake
be made, and one can toe fairly certain
a.s to what any skater is attempting toy
watching to see what part of his body
he is ruefully rubbing. After mastering
these turns, amongst which >we would in¬
clude -changes of feet as exemplified in
"Mohawks" and 'Vhoctaws." the skater
is fully equipped for combined skating.
A skater when he has acquired a certain
reputation, is often asked by Ills frier.n
to show them something, hi other words
to "show off." and here the English
skater, as a rule, seems at a great disad¬
vantage. He may do a "three," a "rock¬
er."' or perhaps even this hack-breaking
"bracket," but to die ordinary onlooker
they all look the same. The average per¬
son will, however, probably be impressed,
if the skater succeeds iu falling badly.
Only the expert can realize the difficulty

of a turn well done. The spectator ad¬
mires, chiefly by duty bound, partly per¬
haps from real «admiration of the pace
and of the boldness of the curves; but.
think they, it is tiresome to watch him
moving so far and so fast, and it does
not look difficult, and when it is done
there is nothing left to see, no pretty
figure on thè ice. Why. ask they, does
he not fall or do something exciting. The
Continental skater will, on the other hand.
gtlMts ..¡'rrnat (sa*tls£a«q&an toy apparemtly
performing very difficult feats, mislead¬
ing the ordinary onlooker by his clever
juggling with hands and feet. He will
execute a loop or perhaps a three on a
very small «scale, turning it into a heart
or some such pretty figure, and leaves
a clear-cut design on the lee. This the
spectator can examine without trouble,"
and can admire without previous knowl¬
edge. So it is that, after learning the
ground-work of the art of skating, and
the ordinary turns, the English figure
skater, unless he turns to tlie foreign
style and Indulges in these elegant "kick¬
ed figures," feels the want of something
ano-rie.«something tin fwhicih his former
hard practice may be of use. and in wtìich
he may have opportunities of feeling a
more vivid pleasure in difficulties over-

cerne, and In a perfection he has been at
such pains to acquire.
The solitary man takes his pleasure

sadly, but with others no gains in cheer¬
fulness, and is spurred to greater efforts:
he feels a kind of emulation, a wish, at

least, to toe no worse than the others, and
also a pride in the good performnr.ee of
his company.as at a cricket.of which he
is a working unit. And thus it is that
two or more skaters join their forces, and
skating with and for one another, form
the combined figure. Here is opportunity
for individual skill, and also for more..

for the skill shown In accommodating
one's self to the powers of others. The
skater can no longer make his turns deli¬
berately, but has to do 'them almost un¬

expectedly, at the sudden order, perhaps,
of some other skater. True, they are the
same turns to which he is accustomed, but
now his mistake become-.·' -the mistake
of the combination, and thinking of the
others and of his opinion in the ligure,
he cannot concentrate his attention on

that single turn, and so is much more-

liable to go wrong.
"COMBINED FIGURES."

"Combined figure" skating may be said
to be tlie beginning and the end of all
true English skating. It has Its own pecu¬
liar jargon, which to ono uninitiatoil
sounds absolutely unintelligible, tout which
to the expert explains? and commands,
and does so in as few words as pos¬
sible. In this combined skating, four per¬
formers, say (there may toe more or less)
skate the same arrangement of edge-s and
turns at the same time round seme fixed
centre. They all revolve the same- way
round «this centre, and should always
divide the circle in which they lie at any
given moment into four equal quadrants.
One of the skaters is termed the "caller,"
and he issues his orders in the peculiar
language of combined skating; every
skater knows from this what he is ex¬

pected to do. Sometimes the skaters 'form
two or more pairs, starting from the four
points of the compass, and crossing the
eerjtre in pairs every time they return to
tlie ceiitre to leave it. In another method
of skating these ligures, the skaters1 fol¬
low one another round, as it were, always
preserving their relative distances, but
making every stroke and every turn at

the same moment. In this case the skat¬
er:; never cross, tout all arriving at and
leaving the centre together do so at a

tangent to a small imaginary circle drawn
round the centre. In combined skating
there is every opportunity for fist and
bold skating, with a new and vivid joy
gained from some slight element of dan¬
ger oilierwise than that to which the skat¬
er is accustomed. A moment's hesitation,
some iack of control over the edge-, a

swinging foot, and instantly there is a

collisfcion between two of the skaters,
maybe bringing all four to grief. The
very turns, too, somehow seem different:
no longer made for their mere, individual
merit, tout toecome parts of an artistic
whole, producing changes of curve in a

beautiful ordered design.
The skaters also gain in combined fig¬

ure skating what before they lacked; they
become interesting to watch, and give-
pleasure to the onlookers. Even one who
knows nothing of the art can appreciate
<t good combined figure. The strength,
boldness, smoothness were there before,
but now all skate with an almost mac-hhie-
l:ke ¡regularity at the command of one:

and that they should be able to make such
designs, intricate in themselves, in such
harmony, from an apparently meaning¬
less order, seems a little short of marvell¬
ous. The skaters; are become even as .·.

well-trained band, swayed by the will of
il*eir conductor. The element of danger,
too, is very evident. Four or perhaps
more men are skaling from opposite points
if the compass, straight at th·* same

mark, and are skating fast. As they close
up te one another the spectator expects
a huge collision and Inextricable confus¬
ion : tie hardly dares to look, when sud¬
denly for no apparent reason each man

misse.', the others, by a. hair'.; breadth
only it seems, and all diverge again from
the- centre in perfect time and good or¬

der. Or it may be that at the c-iiical m ?¬

?..en: there is· a sharply-cailej "Turn,"
and with a kaleidoscopic change ai! are
off on a new curve, leaving one another
as rapidly as they had approached«, and
the imminent disaster is averted. The
spectator breathes again, is full of ad¬
miration.and disappointment.
Tlie most noticeable thing about good

English ligure-skating as comparecí will
Continental skating is the way the differ¬
ent "turns" are done. Continental skaters
make ihem by the swing ol" the arms
and of the unemployed foot, using the
body itself very little, and not paying
much attention to its position. In good
English skating the turns are done al¬
most entirely by tiie body; the unemploy¬
ed foot and ihe. arms ar«>, as it were, ex¬

ternal aids which should not be used. Be¬
fore ihe turn the body is placed, as· far
as possible, in that position which it should
have alter the turn is made, and the
actual turn itself is due to a conscious
flick of the employed foot. The skater
then finds himself already set in the most
comfortable and correct position for hold¬
ing the new edge.

"SCUDS."
There is another legitimate province of

English skating, namely "scuds." These
ore figures skaied hand-in-hand by two
or more skaters. Valsing can hardly be
included under this heading, as it can

be done by a very indifferent performer
and with little attention to the rules of
correct form. Tírese "scuds" can be skat¬
ed in very many different ways', in all
of which the performers will have te>
observe their form, and make, their turns
partners lo grief. The simplest form of
this skating is perhaps where two skat¬
ers each holding one lian·! of tlie other
at arm's lenghth perform tho same figure.
a Q for instance.the one follows in the
track of the other, the two skating in
"tandem" position rather than as a pair.
Then tooth hands may be held, right by
righi, anil left by left, a change of foot
being gained by what ¡s termed a "pass."
The turn completed hy both and the fig¬
ure executed by both on the one foot,
the hands are gradually released. The
leading skater drawing the other in front
and past him. the hands are then joined
again, and the figure is recommenced.
There is also tiie Austrian method of
l*and-in-hand skating, whore* tiie leading
skater places tooth hands behind his: back
where they are held by the second skat¬
er.
But there is an infinite variety of scuds

and methods of doing them. On·-* very
favorite one is the "united rocker." Two
or more skaters holding hands, cither at
arm's length or crossing, start off with
three or four powerful strokes on the out¬
side* edge, gradually forming a. line one
behind the other as they progress. Then
all turn a "rocker"' and a pass is execut¬
ed, so 'that the rear man of the first ar¬

rangement becomes the lirst in the new:
then with the same number of strokes
on the outside edge a rocker is again
made by all. and so on. Tho pace that
can be gained is· enormous, and skated on

open ice the effect is pleasing, and it is
most exhilarating for the skaters them¬
selves. Every skater in doing these scuds
must keep his head, and be careful to
make no mistake himself. I have r*een

eight skaters hand-in-lrand doing a rock¬
ing scud, when one of the men in the
middle did a counter turn, that is a turn
with the opposite rotation of the «body to
that of the rocker; as a. result all eight
were in a moment lying pell-mell on the
ice, piled up on the top of cne anoth¬
er.

A CHAMPIONSHIP.
So far there has never been a figure

skating championship in England, but
the day cannot be far off when such an
e\*ent shall take place. Many skaters, ob¬
ject to tiie idea of a championship compe¬
tition, but there can be no objection to"
one if the prize is 4he bare honor of win¬
ning. At. Davos Platz, in Switzerland,
there has been for the last eight years
a competition. Large turns to be done at a

centre, and combined figures form the
programme, so that all the skating is
necessarily of the pure English type.
There is a challenge bowl presented to the
winner, who also receives a small silver
shield recording the fact that he has
won. It-has been found to work excel¬
lently well, and has done very much to¬
wards encouraging English skaters to
excel. Such a competition conducted on
the same lines and managed' by compe¬
tent judges would be a» acauisltioa In J

"*-**s

TYLER'S,
Corner First and Broad Streets.

Our Annual
Inventory Sale.
As is our annual custom before stock

taking, we will place on sale Thousands of
Dollars' worth of Men's, Boys' and Child¬
ren's Suits and Overcoats, at a great sacri¬
fice of price to make them go quickly; every
price quoted in this advertisement means a

savino; no intend ino- buver should ignore.

Meirs Suits, $4.95.
Of all-wool Cassimeres and

Cheviots, single or double-
breasted styles; also blues and
blacks. Regular price,
S7.00; special sale (t*
price. F·**!

Wen's Overcoats, $4.95.
Men's Overcoats of all-wool

Coverts, in light and dark
shades, stylish in cut and
make, such as you see at

S6.50; special sale
price.

Men's Suits, $5.98.
Men's Business Suits, good

and durable, of aÜMvool Chev¬
iots, equal in wear to any
high-price garment. Worth
really double; spe¬
cial sale price. $5·9d

U8IÌS Fists DUöJüGöö fluii lhööö ouiiö-
The greatest value ever offered in clothing. Made of high-class

Cheviots, Cassimeres and Fancy Worsted and the popular soft finish
Black Thibet; stylish in cut and made up with the best Serge lining"
and sewed throughout with silk. Not a suit in the lot that is not worth doubt·; the price we ask
lor it.

's Overcoats, $6,75.
Of all-wool Blue and Black Beaver, lined

with best double-warp Italian linings, satin

piped facings. An $8.50 coat; spe- £ s __

cial at. . -*W--/5
Men's Oxford Overcoats, $8.75.
Men's Overcoats of the popular Gray Ox¬

fords, iu light and dark shades, perfectly tai¬
lored, and such as you pay S12.00 £0
for; herein.. F?.75

Men's Fine Overcoats, $9.98.
Satin lined with Skinner's Satin, guaran¬

teed for two years. Of fine Kersey, blue, black
and brown shades, such as you see d» o

at $15.00; here. f().()?
Youths' Suits, $4.95.

Young men's Suits of all-wool Cheviots
and Cassimeres, made with double-breasted
vests and up to the notch iu style, rf»

A regular S7.00 suit. '^--.¡..V-i}

To-iorrow's Specials in Boys' and Children's Clothinj
Boys' ??-Woo! Suits, ¡ Boys"

$1.98-
All-Wool Suits,
$2.48.

Sizes 9 to 16 years,
strictly all wool, with
double-breasted coats,
taped seams and dou¬
ble seat and knee.
Should sell for S3.00;

h"l.$1.98

Of fine qualityChev-
iots and Cassimeres, of
the newest checks and
stripes, made and
trimmed to stand hard
service. Such as you

here'at F2.48?
íor

Boys7 All-Wool
$2.98.

Suits,

Of the newest
stripes and checks,
made double seat and
knee, elastic waist¬
bands and holdfast but¬
tons, sizes g to 16 y'rs;
a S4.0U suit
reduced to.. $2-98

Boys' Extra Fine
Suits, $3,48.

Of all-wool Cassi¬
meres and Worsteds:
also Blue and Black
Cheviots, the equal of
any S5.C0 suit in the
city. Special sale
price, $3.48

24 EAST BROAD STREET. CORNER FIRST.

England.if at any time there should
again be out-of-doors skating.
The N. S. A. have also during the last

four years held a compi tition for com¬

bined skating. This has had the effect of
encouraging skating, tout it has a disad¬
vantage in tirât so far it. has had to be
held on a covered rink, which hardly
allows sufficient space for a fast strong-
skating "four."

In conclusion, í¿·«-· English figure-skater
should remember that good style is most
important, that English, skating is marke«!
by ihe strength, cleanness of turns, and
.boldness of curves performed by its vo¬

taries, and that the object of all skaters
in the pure English style should be to
become competent to take part in combin¬
ed skating.

Next Sunday.
"Whist," By Professor Hoffman.

A GHOST IN ROANOKE.
Old Neil Waters Calls on the Police for

Protect ion.
Old Ned Waters, «a familiar figure on

the street* and a professed utheist, ap¬

peared at police court and wanted a

policeman sent out to the house in Xorth-
east Roanoke to kill a ghost. A very
novel request certainly, and he was noth¬
ing loath to relate the strange happen¬
ings which have changed his mode of
living during the past week. "Ves sah.
boss, hits cr Elam; ain't no dont crbout
it.hits er Elam. 1 hears ii or hollerin
round el«j do and saying "take me in, take
me in," can't stay out duri nor sir; every
night I hears it. I knows what hit is.
Cause old Tom. what used ter haul sand
when de was buildin' dat big church on

Commerce Street done tole, me he heard
hit, used to live cut dar whar I does, an

dat thing holler and holler mm' dar ut

night til Tom move in Belrhqnt. Martha
done left me. Says she ain't got no caul
and dat thing means sometliln' gwine
ter happen. East night hit holler anel
tooiler kinder «mournful like and den I
hears hit cr scratching ?,? «le do. Old
Borax, my dog. he got under de bed an'
whine an' I hears do Elam, wh-its a ghost,
what is too young ter fly, savin' "I can't

git out er here. 1 can't git out er here.".
I never said nuthin' and old Borax whine
an" whine, but 1 kept on thinkin' maybe
you can't git out er here, but '. kin, an' 1

hope right out de back; winder, and old
Borax come wid me an' I went over to

old Tom's an' stayed over dar. Can't go
hack home no 'more. Old Boras hé won't

go either til de police done laid er handful
or" sand and three liars out of cr Albino's
head on de do step. Old Tom said dat de
time er Elam's eat de bars, hits wings
come out an hit kin git away." Old Ned
and the drop-earetl old hound -vent away
with the promise that if the ghost could
be induced to depart the police would
make the effort..Roanoke Times.

Kiiilitinir I'jilitor.
The city editor of the News was called

from his desk yesterday afternoon by an

irate young man, who seemed greatly
offended at the article headed "Who?"
which appeared in .Wednesday's issue of
the News, in which a dozen questions
were asked and no names used.
He proceeded to use rough language

and was promptly struck by said editor.
A lively scrap then ensued, and the com¬
batants were soon separated by a mem¬
ber of the staff before any serious dam¬
age was doue to either..Bristol News,

SHOULD THE UNITED STATES
THE DANISH ISLES?

A Prominent Financial and Political Leader
Argues In Falior of It.

STRATEGIC POINT OF VIEW.

He Claims That It Would Develop a Great
Commercial Marine.

By FRANK TILFORD.

(Copyright; all rights reserved.)
WASHINGTON. January 12..If we can

acculila Uie ownership of tho Danish
West India Islands tlie best interests of
the Republic will be thereby promoted. The
sum for which the. newspapers say Den¬
mark is willing lo part with them is not
unreasonable, and in large national trans¬
actions of this character it ¿oes not be¬
come a great; country to higgle and haggle
as if it wore an ordinary commercial
matter between privata individuáis. One
of. the fathers ot" the Republic said that,
in the Ions run, a. nation gained by es¬

tablishing a reputation for liberal deal¬
ing, that meanness in the matter of ex¬

penditure reflected on the character of
the whole people. I should therefore be
inclined to accept Denmark's estimate
of Uie value of the islands and take them
off her hands.
In a strategic point of view they arc of

immense importance. That is the opinion
ot" all our naval and military experts*,
and, indeed, it requires no technical skill
or special information to be convinced
on that point. Any man of oruinary un¬

derstanding is capable of forming a. judg¬
ment with respect to it by a simple glance
at Uie map. There can be no question now
that we strali connect Che two great
oceans by a canal. That splendid 'work,
which was the dream of the early Span¬
iards, will make the Gulf of Mexico and
all the waters ot* the West India Island"
as important, if not more so. than are

any other waters in the world.
OP INTEREST TO U. S.

As the scene on which will be moved
a large proportion of the commerce of
all nations on its way to and from the
far East, the western coast ,of South
America and our own magnificent Pacific
empire, the control of every one of those
Islands becomes of paramount interest
to the United States. Porto Rico is ours

forever, c·.." its annexation -vas, I believe,
one of the'¦(visest steps that we have tak¬
en. JeffersV coveted Cuba. He declared
that he thcV-ht it would be the most In¬
teresting ad,*vion that could be made to
our system. ¿\". was willing to go to war

to save it from falling into the possession
ot England. He pronhetically foresaw that
Spain could not hold it in perpetuum: that
she would lose it, as she lost her conti¬
nental colonies, and that in the end "Cu-

ba would probably give- herself volun¬
tarily to us."

If this dream of the third President shall
be realized, the possession of the three
islands will be a potent factor irt the di¬
rection of universal peace. All Uie nations
of the world combined would be power¬
less as against us, not only in the West
Indies, but on the Pacific. It is true that
Great Britain hoids Jamacia, but we could
easily take care of any force that che
might have there, and to reinforce it in
tho event of war would toe an almost
hopeless task. I am. of course, supposing
that we shall continue our present judi¬
cious policy of building and sustaining a
drst-class navy with the supplemental
policy, yet to be formulated, of "developing
a great commercial marine.

PLEADS FOR A BIG REPUBLIC.
I have always regarded it as unfortu¬

nate tl'.at President Grant did not succeed
in his great measure of securing control
of the Bay of Samana. Charles Sumner
was mainly responsible for the failure of
that project. What were the grounds of
his epooAt'.on? Looking back to them at
the distance of. nearly a generation, we
can see how utterly impracticable his
ideas were. They were, briefly, that all
the West India Islands were set apart in
the Divine plan as the future home of
the black race, to which they would mi¬
grate from the Southern States, and in
which they should work out a civilization
of their own in one grand negro republic.
All tinsse islands naturally toeiong to

tlie Am«irican system.that is, they Should
be either independent or, like Porto Rico,
be a part of our territory. In the hands
c-f European Powers, bristling with forts,
equipped with coaling stations and float¬
ing docks, they are a menace and a dan¬
ger. I want to see eve-y foreign flag
disappear from this continent and from
the islands in the waters that wash its
¦¿.bores.

Virgil»!.*·. "Reach.
The Virginia Beach Company Is making

improvements of streets thai will greatly
add to the beauty ol the place and the
comfort of visitors. (During the summer,
months the place has a population of
about three thousand..«Norfolk Journal of
Comment»,

GOOD TRAITS OF
VIRGINIA NEGRO

If You Want to Please Him Call
Him a Colored Man.

FIXED IN HIS PRINCIPLES.

Uo Can Keep a Secret.Will Stauû
More Heat and Fat'suo Than ?

White Man, anil did. Too, if
He Can Cuver Hie Head Up.

Bliss Boutwell in a long article to thi
Preen Lance tells of some of the pecu¬
liarities and good traits of the old issue
Virginia negro. He says:
My dictionary says negro means black,

or one of the black race of Africa. While
the more enlightened take no offense at
being designated by this name, the aver¬
age negro considers no insult more odious
than to be called a negro, nigger or

darkey. If such appellation is given him
he will be sure to employ vulgar repartee,
which he culls "throwing it under the
collar." But If you want to please him.
you call him a colored man.
The negro is. as a rule, much stronger

physically than the white man. Ills pro-
creative power equals, if not surpasses,
anything in the brute creation. His power
to endure heat is wonderful, and cold,
too. provided he can keep his head an<J
feet warm. Many a time have I gone, to
their log chimney and dirt floor homes
and seen them.having left their beds-
lying down before a hot oak-log tire, feet
stuck almost in the fireplace, every string
of bed covering wrapped around their
heads, while their bodies were left entire¬
ly unprotected.

CRUEL AND SrPER.STITlOl'S.
As a rulfi he is cruel, superstitious, and

has upon his head a hump which may be
calleel the kleptomania bump. No ante¬
bellum negro, however, would ever con¬

sent to have that bump called bv any
such name, as not one of them wouia ever

acknowledge he ever stole: no "not even

a penny from nobody hut marster, and
didn't stole then, but jess took it."
The mulatto is generally his black

root's superior intellectually, but inferior
physically. When nature gets freakish by
giving a mulatto son to black parente,
that son will be the rascal in the family,
if they have a rascal at all.
When a principle is thoroughly incul¬

cated in a negro.though the principi«
may toe a delusion.he will stick to It
though lue heavens fall. His deVotS«
service to the Republican party aou t«t

the Baptist Church challenge the admi¬
ration of all fair thinking people.

FAITH IN POLITICS.
The boy upon the durning deck had

? ? geeater faith in ills father, nor w;u

Mary Magdalene's confidence, that she
would again see l.er Lord, any -.reater
than has been the negro's faith iu th«
Republican party.
Party ties, however, are ne>t so strong

with then« now. as her«* in Virginia
within the last two or three years, hun¬
dreds openly signified tírele Intention to
join tie Democracy. The Yankee car¬

pet-bagger.the negro's false Moses*.was
once a sweet-smelling savor to him.
Even after they filled t'u-ir bags and
went back North, their memories kept
a fallacious perfume hanging about his
nostrils.
After the carpet-baggers' departure the

reign of the native scalawag corrmec ¦?· 1.
and for thirty years this element has
made iheir living upon his credulity.
His eye.-: have somewnat opened within

the last few years, and it io«*ks like this
scalawag element wi.l have to go. H> ·¦

in Virginia lie and tin* Bai tlst Church
seem one -and inseparable. His idea cf
religion is first, lit* must surely be a Bap¬
tist, and '.tie; initiatory steps to get unto
mis great church are: He must "sperienco
the Spirit; must descend t> hell and view
with the eyes of faith the horrors of
that region of the damned: thenc« ascend
to Heaven, where his heart must be
washed clean in the crystal stream llow-

ing near the holy ¡throne: thence back
to earth again, where he must for a sea¬

son preach salvation to the unconverted,"
and after these days are fulfilled a min¬
ister baptizes him by immersion. His

religion is now complete. n«>thlng m«~«re

being obligatory upon him other than he
must always be a Baptist, most not

"cuss" or "cross his feet" in cake walks,
"Marching down, t«> Tennessee" and
"Green Urows the Willow Tr.-e"' plays.

KEEPS SECRETS.
Another pronounced characteristic Of

the r.egr.> is his, ability to keep secrets.
If a negro feels a thing ought to be kept

a secret. let no detective ....nk he cajx

besuide him into letting it out. So great
is his fear or" a detective and that he

m ¡slit, unawares, pump out of him some¬

thing of a secret nature, that he look*
with suspicion upon every stranger com¬

ing into his community. If a stranger
should pop ??t' who could not readily be

accounted for. the negroes' will whisper
all around that community: "Keep a look

out for that there fellow, for he moughe
be one of thes'e here protectors."
In nine cases out of ten the ante-bellum

negro entertains for his former owners

and their near descendants a fondness
akin to love. No one since the war has

raised "any fowl like Old mistress or

corn like o'.d marster used t«> raise fore»

de war," is the oft-heartl expression of

the ante-bellum negro. For any one t..

cast a slur against or make a detrimental
stc teme-nt atout obi niarst«*r or old mis¬

t-ess will immediately pur. him on his

dignity Some years ago a lady wanted

a '5-gaIlon iron pot moved t distane*» ??

several hundred yards. No cart twing
near cl.l mammy Eiza said she would gel
another woman living nearb help ¡:'-r

move it. Mammy rrad- her request oí

thLs modern celored lady, who informed
her sh*a was no slavo and would h-*lp

her at no such dirty work as handlinr-- a

black iron pot for Mrs. C. or any oth¬

er white woman. This siur at her old

mistress put Mammy Liza on her «iig-

nity. and seisdng hold of that pot she
conveyed it to the desire: spot alone.

saying, when she^ had sufficiently caught
her breath: "These here new-fa.shion~l
niggers can't fling no s'ams at tlie maj-
esiv of my old mistress."

NOT PROFANE.
"Swear not at all'* is one command of

the Bible sacredly kept by SO per cent,

of the black race in Eastern Virginia. I

can now recall but two or three negroes

of my community, who take God's name

in -vain.
While I have always regarded slavery

as an un-Christian and almost inhuman

institution, -still it was the most luxurious
institution the world has ever known.

No automobile of the present day can

compire- to ari-'.ocratie "paddy ¡"mon.

moliate«! upon the fronti of the family
carriage, during the halcyon days of

slavery, no electric fan to the little bare¬
foot mulatto girl with her characteristic
smell and peacock-feather bush, shooing
the flies off the table: no masiage or

shampooing establishment to the little

black boy scratching old mistress* back

or "looking her head." I never expect s

to eat any baker's bread that will bo as

-ood as Mammy Betsy's as«hcake. or

any seedsman's new variety of sweet

potatoes to be half as sw«*et as her otd-
fa-hioned Angolas, cooked in the ash«5·.
When I was a little hoy no one could

drive away my tears and bring sunshine
like Little BfUfè. and r.o one could tote

me when barefooted aeros«- a briar patch
Ike him. If I should reach that Land of
"Sternal Bliss, I believe, after looking
for my sainted mo-her and makii··; in¬

quirí«*« for other departed relatives, my
next thought will be to find out If Mam-
máee Liza. B*tsy, Hannah, and Daddte.·»
Wasblng-ton and Abram are there. If
they are there» "What a mwtin» that
trd-a be." **- . * - '


